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... A New
Union Movement
Is Underway!

The response to the June 2nd Inaugural Banquet
has been very positive. Organizations and individuals
from different sections of the population in different
parts of the country have begun to look to the
leadership of the NFIU and Ted Taylor as the
beginning of a new wave of unionization. With the
country moving ever more deeply into economic
recession, and with the government playing more
and more of a direct role in the economic life of our
people, new forms of unionization are necessary to
bring the 80 percent of the unorganized workforce
into the arena of struggle.

The federation is committed to building these new
kinds of unions, but to do so we must train new
kinds of organizers—from the shops, from the
communities, from the schools, from the offices,
from the farms, from the sweatshops. We have been
hearing from scores of Black and Hispanic women
and men—from Tallahassee and Chicaqo. to Harlem,
central New Jersey and the South Bronx—demand-
ing that the union train them to build the new union
movement.

Over the next year or two, the federation will
continue to bring into the fold such offices, shops,
and poverty programs as possible, and at the same
time will concentrate on the training of hundreds of
organizers from the ranks of the class. To do so
requires money and expertise. Following the
Inaugural, we are undertaking a systematic sustainer
membership drive to build a financial backbone for
the union. In the next few weeks you will be hearing
from a member of the administrative staff of the
federation, asking you to come on board and pledge
a monthly sustainer of $10, $15, $25—as much as
you can possibly afford— to build the new
unionization movement.

The following is an article carried in the
June 13th edition of In These Times, a
progressive national newspaper, about
the June 2nd Inaugural Banquet.
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